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the provinces of India, the Viceroy committed India to
the war in a bald statement which read: "I, Victor Al-
exander John Hope, Marquess of Linlithgow, Governor-
General of India and ex-officio Vice-Admiral therein,
being satisfied thereof by information received by me,
do hereby proclaim that war has broken out between
His Majesty and Germany."
India, therefore, first heard that it was at war with
Germany through this statement in the Gazette Ex-
traordinary on September grd, 1939. Nothing could
have been more clumsy. Nothing could have irritated
the Indians more. The Congress resigned from the min-
istries and the responsibility of government was taken
over by the governors who thereafter ruled by edicts
under an emergency act.
The days which followed felt heavy for there was a
perpetual conflict of loyalties. As Hitler struck blow
after blow in Europe and the bastions of democracy
staggered and fell, we felt for the little people of the
world who cried for our help. But we also felt for the
self-respect of our own people whose day of liberation
was not yet in sight.
Political parties in India played for time. While the
Congress protested formally, it was eager to help if
only it could do it consistently with its self-respect.
Jawaharlal Nehru offered to organize guerrillas to de-
fend the eastern frontier from the Japs. A gesture from
Britain was eagerly awaited. It was not forthcoming.
Many of us, younger men, did not know which way to
turn.           . -
One day, we were discussing in our office what our
attitude should be, for a newspaper was always a good
barometer of Indian thought and opinion. Someone
said, "I know I should feel sorry for the British but